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Otte point of contact has been oratory, with
that sort of poetry, patriotic, religious, or
moral, which has the function of oratory.
Eloquence is a republican art, as conversa-
tion is an aristocratic one.   By eloquence
at public meetings and dinners, in the pulpit
or in the press, the impulses of the com-
munity  could  be  brought  to   expression;
consecrated   maxims   could   be   reapplied;
the whole latent manliness and shrewdness
of the nation could be mobilised.     In the
form of oratory reflection, rising out of the
problems of action, could be turned to guide
or to sanction action, and sometimes could
attain, in so doing, a notable elevation of
thought.   Although Americans,  and many
other people, usually say that thought is
for the sake of action, it has evidently been
in these high moments, when action became
incandescent  in  thought,   that  they  have
been   most   truly   alive,   intensively   most
active,  and although doing nothing,  have
found at last that their existence was worth
while.   Reflection is itself a turn, and the
top turn, given to life.   Here is the second
point at which literature in America has
fused with the activities of the nation :   it